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Portsmouth, On 2(> Aug. WoLscy, writing
to Foxe, bishop of Winchester, gave the ac-
count of tho action as the news of the clay,
adding: 'Sir Edward hath made his vow to
God that he will never .see the king in the J'ace
till he hath revenged the death of the noble
and valiant knight, ftir Thomas Knyvet'
(FiTWRH, Life of Wolwy, Collections, p. 10),

On ir> Ang, ir>12 I Toward, before the news
of the victory reached home, received the
reversion of the olHce of admiral of England,
Ireland, and Aquitaine, held at the time by
John, earl of Oxford. The patent confirming
him in theoflico of admiral of England is dated
30 March 1513 (Patent, Itoll, 4 lien. VIJT,
pt.ii.) By Easter of J5I3 (27March)the fleet
was again collected at Portsmouth (Er^is,
Onr/htnl fs/'t/vMj 2nd sor, i. % IJJJ, and, cross-
ing over to Brest, anchored in 15cr(-heaumc
Bay, in sight of the French, who lay in tlie
roadstead within. Howard vusol vcd to att ack
them there, but one of his ships, commanded
by Arthur Plautagenet, in endeavouring to
pass the Ooulot, struck on a .sunken rock and
was totally lost. On this the [fleet returned
t(Mta former anchorage, and contented itself
with closely blockading the port; while the
French, on their side, anticipating a renewal
of the attempt, moved their ships close in
under tho guns of the caRtlo, mounted other
batteries on tho flanks, and placed a row of
fireships in front. It is Raid that Howard
took tliis occasion of writing to the king,
suggesting that he might win great glory
Iby coming over and taking the comman'd
himself, in the destruction of the French
navy; that the king referred it to his council,
who considered the undertaking too dan-
gerous, and wrote to Howard sharply repri-
manding him for his dilatory conduct, and
ordering him to lost* no more time (HoiTNS-
HTJD, ]), 57-5). No such correspondence is
now ex.t ant, arid the story appears improbable,
It seems1, too, incompatible with the fact that
lie was at this time nominated a knight of tho
Garter, though he did not live to receive the
honour,

Meanwhile he learned that, a pqnadron of
galleys had come round from the Mediter-
ranean, under the command of the Ohevalier
Pr^gent de Bidoux, a knight of Ht, John, and
had anchored in Whitaand Bay (Jos Blancs
Sablons), waiting, presumably, for an oppor-
tunity to pass into Brest, X council ol' war
determined that they might be attacked, and
as it was found that the galleys were drawn
up close to the shore, hi very shoal water,
Howard resolved to out them out with 1m
boats and some small row-barges attached
to the fleet (25 April 1518), He himself in
person took the command of one of these,

and, rowing in through a storm of shot,
grappled "Progent's own galley, and, sword
in hand, sprang on board, followed by about
seventeen men. By some mishap the grap-
pling was cut adrift, the boat was swept
away by the tide, and Howard and his com-
panions, left unsupported, were thrust over-
board at the pike's point, The other boats,
unable to got in through the enemy's fire,
had retired, ignorant of the loss they had
sustained, It was some little time before
they understood that the admiral was missing.
Wlien they sent a Hag of truce to inquire as
to what had become of him, they were an-
swered by Pr6gcnt that he had only one pri-
soner, who had told him that one of those
driven overboard was tho admiral of Eng-
land, The English drew back in dismay to
their own ports, and Pr6gent, called by
English dironielei'H '.Prior John/ crossed over
from Brest, and ravaged the coast of Sussex.

Howard's death was felt as a national
disaster, In a letter to the king of England,
Jametf FV of Scotland wrote: SSurely, dearest
brother, we think mow. loss is to you of your
bit ('admiral, who deceased to his great honour
and laud, than tho advantage might have
boon <>f the winning of all the French galleys
and their equipage' ( KLLIS, Ony. Ldtm, 1st
wer, i, 77). It is stated by Paulus Joviua
(JlMoria mi Ttwjnm, 1558, i, 09) that
.Howard's body was thrown upon the beach,
and was recognised by the small golden horn
(wrniculum) which he wore suspended from
his neck as tho mark of his rank and oilice.
No English writer mentions the recovery of
tho body; the enmgn of his cilice was a
whistle or 'pipe,' not a hornj and it is re-
corded that before he was forced overboard
he took off the whistle and hurled it into the
sea, to prevent its falling into the enemy's
hands (Letters and Papers of Henry VIII,
i. No. 4005).

Howard married Alice, daughter of Wil-
liam Lovel, lord Morley, widow of Sir Wil-
liam Parker, and mother, by her first marriage,
of 1 lenry, lord Morley, but had no issue. Ho
was succeeded in his cilice by h\R elder brother,
Sir Thomas, afterwards earl of Surrey, and
third duke of Norfolk [q. v,J
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